Shepherds
Hirelings

by Miki Hardy

There is a wave of deception
sweeping through the Church
today, which is wreaking havoc
in the lives of the people of God.
Many Christians are unaware
that they are being exploited by
preachers and Bible teachers. The
reason for this is simply a lack of
revelation of the true Christian
life, the foundation of which is
the message of Jesus Christ and
Him cruciyed. Jesus commanded
those who would be his disciples
to deny themselves, take up their
cross and follow him, but we
seldom hear this message in the
Church today. If the revelation

of Christ cruciyed is not in the
hearts of preachers, how can they
possibly impart it to the people of
God, and what are they teaching

Who are you following?

in its place? That is why it is my
heartfelt desire to warn Christians
about what they are hearing from
the pulpit, so that they may be
able to discern for themselves
what is true and false teaching.

It is absolutely essential that
Godis people come back to the
foundation of their Christian faith
- the message of the cross T or
they will continue to be deceived
by preachers who may use them
and manipulate them for their own
interests.

When the life of a preacher is not
laid yrmly on the foundation of the
true gospel, he will never carry
the heart of the good shepherd,
Jesus Christ, because he has not
experienced the breaking and



moulding process performed by the
hand of God Himself. This requires
a deep work of the Holy Spirit in his
heart. The call of God is one thing,
but to become a true shepherd is
another. In order to fulyl the call

of God, what needs to happen in

a manis life must become evident
to him, otherwise he will become

a hireling who exploits the pock. A
hireling is not the shepherd and does
not own the sheep. He pees when
he sees the wolf coming, because
he does not care about the sheep.
But the real shepherd is ready to
give his life for the sheep. Thatis the
difference. A shepherd is prepared
to deny himself and sacriyce his life
for the sake of the sheep. A hireling
will never give his life for the sheep.
Rather, he will try to proyt from them
by every means possible.

2 Peter 2:1-3 reads, fiBut there
were also false prophets among
the people, even as there will be
false teachers among you, who

will secretly bring in destructive
heresies, even denying the Lord
who bought them, and bring on
themselves swift destruction. And
many will follow their destructive
ways, because of whom the way
of truth will be blasphemed. By
covetousness they will exploit

you with deceptive words...0
Unfortunately, this is a widespread
practice in the Church today. By
covetousness, preachers and
teachers of the Bible are twisting
Scripture, introducing destructive
heresies, speaking deceptive words
and using emotional manipulation,
in order to proyt ynancially from
Christians. They use the people of
God to prosper their own ministries
and gain fame and fortune for
themselves. They even manufacture
all sorts of merchandise and sell
them to Christians as (giftsi, paid

for by flove offeringsi. The Church
of Jesus Christ has become a
marketplace.

When Jesus entered the temple in
Jerusalem and saw people buying
and selling, he took a whip and
drove them out, declaring, filt is
written, iIMy house shall be called

a house of prayer,i but you have
made it a iden of thieves.i It is time
for the people of God to realise that
many of the preachers whom they
trust and follow are wilfully stealing
from them. They are thieves! But the
greatest and saddest deception is
that thousands of Christians believe
that if they donit buy or donit give,
they are under a curse; condemned
and cut off from the blessings of
God. That is exploitation, pure and
simple.

f...the sheep are in the
care of hirelings and
not true shepherds.o

When you become a born again
Christian, the one thing you desire
is to be fed spiritually. That is why
when you feed Christians with the
right gospel, they are satisyed. Their
hearts will testify that what they are
hearing is the truth, even if they are
not ready to pay the price and take
the road that Jesus took when he
went to the cross. Every Christian
has a choice to accept that road or
to reject it. But the Holy Spirit will
show them that the gospel that will
feed their hearts is the one which
demands their lives. The lack of
the revelation of this gospel is the
reason why the Church today is
being fed with lies and deception.
There is hardly any spiritual growth
and very little maturity to discern
what is being preached. But a sure
sign of when Christiansi hearts are

being fed is that they are confronted.
There is a shaking and breaking
taking place in them that leads to
repentance. That is what the true
gospel does; it brings Christians
back to the cross, where they are
ready to repent and surrender their
lives to Jesus.

Today, the Church is immature

and the way of truth is being
blasphemed, because the sheep

are in the care of hirelings and not
true shepherds. Many preachers
donit want to identify with Jesus by
becoming obedient to death, and are
not willing to lay down their lives for
the sheep. They are merely hirelings
who are deceiving Godis people and
exploiting them ruthlessly. But true
shepherds are those who are ready
to participate in the sufferings of
Christ and lay down their lives. The
product of this deep work of the Holy
Spirit is resurrection life, which is the
life of Christ in them that is imparted
to the people of God. These are men
who have grasped the revelation of
the true gospel and demonstrate the
heart of the good shepherd towards
the sheep. They are the ones who
will preach Jesus Christ and Him
cruciyed to the nations, and bring
hope to many Christians who have
been wounded and condemned by
the lies and deception so prevalent
in the Church today. It is time that
hirelings are recognised for what
they are!
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